








Bringing the World Home
The Bringing the World Home campaign 
builds on a seven-year investment in the next 
generation, a growing community of engaged 
and promising alumni, and a network of donors 
and supporters committed to the notion that 
a globally educated citizenry will be equipped 
to tackle the challenges of tomorrow.

With gifts of $10 million over the next � ve 
years, we will increase the number of scholars 
we award annually to approximately 10 percent 
of applicants, plan for comprehensive � nancial 
support of the top � ve percent of awardees 

demonstrating greatest � nancial need, and 
engage a growing alumni body in enriching 
educational and leadership opportunities that 
maximize their experience abroad. 

Our emphasis on scholar engagement before, 
during, and after they study abroad o� ers 
professional development opportunities and 
leadership roles in which they can continue 
to foster civil discourse and advocate for 
intercultural exchange. 

As a mission-driven organization focused on 
access and equity, FEA is facing a challenge: only 
three percent of applicants received scholarships 
last year. This means FEA is more selective than Ivy 
League college admissions. This extreme selectivity 
is discouraging to the exact students we hope to 
fund. Currently, the number of quali� ed, promising, 
and underrepresented student applicants far 
exceeds our number of available scholarships.

Our scholars demonstrate great promise for their 
accomplishments, grit, and demographic diversity. 
They often get their higher education start at 
community colleges or public universities. Many 
go on to distinguished academic and professional 
success, and several have been featured in media 
outlets such as U.S. News1, the Miami Herald2, and 
CBS News3. And yet, during the 2017-2018 application 
cycle, more than 1,400 applicants were rejected 
due to a lack of available scholarship monies.

We must increase our capacity to award more than 
three percent of applicants to carry out our mission 

of increasing access to education abroad. Our goal 
is to award ten percent of applicants, a standard 
percentage for scholarship providers. We also seek 
to invest in opportunities to support the leadership 
potential and career readiness of our scholars, 
and deepen our understanding of the impact of 
education abroad so that we may share our � ndings 
of its bene� ts. To grow sustainably and to provide 
for these promising students, we embark on an 
ambitious philanthropic campaign, Bringing the 
World Home, FEA’s � rst comprehensive fundraising 
e� ort.

Credit: 1Ross, Kelly Mae, “Programs Bolster International 
Exchange at Community Colleges”.” U.S. News. Web. 30 
Nov 2016.  
2Veiga, Christina. “Twins at Top of Class, Forge Path for 
Minority Women in Tech World,” The Miami Herald. 
9 May 2016.
3Rodriguez, Marybel. “Identical Twins Overcome Odds, 
Become “Path Breakers”.” CBS Miami. Web. 04 May 2017.

The Challenge Ahead

Shalisha and Shonda Witherspoon,
FEA Scholars 2014:

Japan (Florida International University) 

http://fundforeducationabroad.org/
author/shalisha-witherspoon

http://fundforeducationabroad.org/
author/shonda-witherspoon 
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“They’re path-breakers in every way,” 
  —Florida International University (FIU) president Mark B. Rosenberg

“I attended community college, 
I’m a minority, fi rst-generation 
college student, with a low-
income background, studying 
in Japan. Being awarded an 
FEA scholarship under those 
circumstances was like an 
exclamation point on my 
resume for what I’m capable 
of despite the obstacles 
I’ve faced.”

   —  Hector Santiago, 
FEA Scholar 2014: 
Japan (Brookdale 
Community College)

http://fundforeducationabroad.
org/author/hector-santiago
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Now is the time to invest in the next generation, 
addressing today’s needs and building toward 
tomorrow’s vision of a world with fewer barriers. 
The Bringing the World Home goal is challenging, 
yet it is imminently within reach. 

FEA scholars engage with other cultures, and 
through their experiences share our belief that 
no barrier—� nancial, curricular, or personal—
should be insurmountable. These students are 
the first line in citizen diplomacy, representing 
the United States to other cultures, re� ecting 
the rich diversity that is the hallmark of this 
great nation. 

Much has been achieved, but much remains to 
ensure that promising students may experience 
the world regardless of their socio-economic 
status. Our challenge is to grow our capacity 

to fund greater numbers of students or risk the 
dilution of a mission that makes life-changing 
international experiences accessible to all. But 
we can’t do it alone. This signi� cant moment in 
our evolution requires the generous support 
of all who recognize the transformative impact 
of education abroad and hope to share that 
experience more broadly through the Bringing 
the World Home campaign.

To join us in the Bringing the World Home 
campaign, contact the Development Offi  ce 
at development@fundforeducationabroad.org
or (202) 349-7487

Fund for Education Abroad 
1155 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite 300
Washington, DC  20036

A Call to Action

“My time in China changed my perspective, my patience, and 
my understanding. FEA has helped me to achieve a dream and 
evolve as an individual.”

  —  Amber Kennedy, FEA Scholar 2015: China (Albany State University)
http://fundforeducationabroad.org/author/amber-kennedy
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We seek to raise current-use and endowment gifts totaling $10 million in support of scholarships 
and alumni programming. Naming opportunities over five years are offered for current-use gifts, 
while endowment gifts are named in perpetuity. 

Increase Number of Scholars $4,000,000

To award ten percent of quali� ed applicants or between 200-250 scholarships each year, we seek a 
total of $4 million in current-use gifts to be spent down in their entirety. Named scholarships will 
fund students for immersive study abroad experiences each year over � ve years. Current-use gifts 
fund single student scholarships, and may be pledged and paid over � ve years.

Award Full Scholarships to Students 
in Greatest Financial Need $1,250,000 

To encourage underrepresented students to apply, we seek to provide full scholarships for the top � ve 
percent of awarded applicants in greatest � nancial need (approximately 10 students each year, over 
� ve years). Eligible scholars from the awarded pool of applicants will, 1) have zero Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC), 2) receive no merit-scholarships, need-based scholarships or grants from their 
home university, and 3) receive the maximum Federal PELL grant.

Engage FEA Alumni and Report on Impact  $775,000

Our internationally educated and diverse alumni are a growing societal asset and their testimonials 
and accomplishments substantiate the impact of our mission. We plan to actively support our alumni 
with networking, professional opportunities, and leadership development, while also expanding our 
e� orts to report on scholars’ experiences before, during, and after education abroad.

Create Endowed Named Scholarships in Perpetuity      $4,000,000

Endowed and named scholarships will establish a bedrock for FEA and sustain the dreams of 
future generations who wish to study abroad. An endowed gift requires the gift corpus be held in 
perpetuity and only the income generated by investing the corpus may be spent. An annual draw 
of no more than � ve percent will support these named scholarships each year, while the principal 
and any additional interest will be automatically reinvested for growth, developing long-term 
organizational sustainability. Endowment funds may be unrestricted or restricted to region-speci� c 
or demographic-speci� c scholarships, according to the donor’s interests.

Our Five-Year Plan
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